
that need to be made to the 
way KALA operates.  Do we 
need any changes to our 
Standing Rules or Bylaws?  
Are we operating in accord-
ance with NALA?  Thankful-
ly, we have some standard 
committees with some won-
derful members who have 
volunteered their time to ad-
dress some of these other 
deadlines that need to be 
considered like our annual 
KALA seminar, our scholar-
ship deadlines, etc., but the 
Board still has to approve 
and discuss these other 
deadlines.   
I am always impressed every 
year when I ask for volun-
teers and our members al-
ways step up.  I am hoping 
that the same will be true this 
next fiscal year when the 
Committee sign-up sheets go 
out.  This organization is a 
great organization and it is 
because of members that 
step up and do – which we 
have in abundance.   
Thank you everyone for a 
great year.  I have enjoyed 
serving as your President.     

This has been a year of re-
flection for me.  This year 
kicked off a year of trying to 
make changes and finalize 
several projects that were 
started while I have been on 
the Board.  I feel that most of 
them have been accom-
plished.   
We have had a busy year as 
a Board with a lot of the work 
being done behind the 
scenes.  I want to take the 
time to thank each and every 
member of the Board for all 
of their hard work and dedi-
cation.  It was very much ap-
preciated.    
I never realized just how 
much work went into putting 
together a monthly meeting 
until I served on the Board.  
It is a lot more than one 
would think about until you 
realize that every month 
someone has to do the fol-
lowing:  find an available free 
speaker; follow up with the 
speaker for presentation ma-
terials; qualify the speaker 
for CLE with NALA (and 

sometimes receive a surprise 
when the topic changes at 
the last minute disqualifying 
the topic for CLE); order and 
confirm food choices for the 
meeting; prepare the notice 
of meeting to the member-
ship; obtain anything that the 
catering food company is 
unable to provide (i.e. tea, 
utensils, desserts, etc.); re-
ceive and respond to 
RSVPs; prepare the RSVP 
list; prepare the Treasurer 
report, prior  meeting 
minutes, CLE form and 
agenda for the meeting; set 
up for the meeting (food, 
name tags, decorations, 
presentation requirements, 
etc.); take notes at the meet-
ing; take and record pay-
ments for the lunch and 
make the deposit;  and clean
-up from the meeting.  Then 
the process starts over again 
for the next month.       
Add to this monthly process 
that occurs, and there is still 
other work that comes into 
play that must be addressed.  
The Board must consider if 
there are any other changes 
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NALA as updated their sys-
tem and you are now able 
to access your account 
online! 

You can enter your hours 
and see any previous sub-
missions as well. 

To login, click https://
portal.nalamember.com/ 

· Click My Profile 

· Enter your information – 
you will be directed to 
NALA’s website 

· click the back arrow at the 
top until you see a page 
with your information 

· click the Account Tab 

· click the Education Credits 
sub-tab to view your cur-
rent CLE 

· click Add New Education 
Credit and follow the 
prompts 

Contact cle@nala.org if you 
have any questions. 

NALA will no longer be man-
ually entering CLE hours.  

KALA’s 2018 Annual 
Seminar is Friday, June 
15, 2018 at the Double-
Tree by Hilton Hotel.  

KALA’s Seminar Commit-
tee includes:  Courtney 
Webb, Annette Meece 
and Suellen Petrillo.  

The Committee has been 
coordinating details for 
the upcoming seminar. 
We are excited to get 
great speakers this year, 
along with some great 
legal and shopping ven-
dors. We are looking for-
ward to seeing you in  
June! 

NALA’s Annual Confer-
ence & Expo is July 11-13 
in St. Louis, MO at the 
Hilton St. Louis.  Please 
contact Angela Oberle or 
Annette Meece for more 
information! 

NALA CLE Submission             

Save the 

Date! 

NALA  

Certified   

Paralegal  

Directory 

You must opt-in with 
NALA to be listed. 

Contact NALA at  

nalanet@nala.org  

to opt-in  
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8:05 – 9:05 

Liz Armstrong 

Dispute Resolution Co-
ordinator 

for the Eighteenth 

Judicial District Court 

Conflict Resolution in 
Family Law 

9:10 – 10:10 

Jade M. Martin 

Spirit Aerosystems 

Copyright laws in the 
social 

media world 

10:30 – 11:30 

Jennifer White 

ICT SOS 

Human Trafficking: 

A Community Response 

 

12:50 – 1:50 

James A. Thompson 

Malone, Dwire & 

Thompson, LLC 

Civil Rights in the 

21st Century 

1:55 – 2:55 

Lu Ann Rivera 

Interlingual Services 

Interpreters in the 

Courtroom 

3:20 – 4:20 

Chasity M. Helm 

Klenda Austerman LLC 

Assisting the Impaired 

Lawyer: An Arduous 
Role 

Annual Seminar Speakers 

Humor Corner 

Submit your cartoon or quote to 
be featured in the Humor Corner 
to kala_paralegals@outlook.com  

mailto:cle@nala.org
mailto:nalanet@nala.org
mailto:kala_paralegals@outlook.com?subject=Humor%20Corner


The KBA Paralegal 
Committee met on Janu-
ary 20, 2018 in Topeka 
at the offices of the 
KBA. The committee 
reviewed and approved 
minutes from the last 
meeting. We discussed 
the need to have mem-
bers of the KBA Parale-
gal Committee write 
articles for the KBA 
Journal so that our com-
mittee has a bigger 
presence in the KBA. 
After much discussion 
we decided that each 
paralegal on the com-
mittee would answer a 
question about what 
they do in their job as a 
paralegal and then have 
their supervising attor-
ney answer a question 
related to how they use 
a paralegal in their prac-
tice. Each of these will 
be combined and will be 
the next article for the 
KBA paralegal commit-
tee in an upcoming is-
sue of the KBA Journal. 
We also discussed up-
coming continuing edu-
cation opportunities for 
paralegals and co-

branding opportunities. 

We discussed how to be 
more involved in differ-
ent state association 
meetings and seminars 
and having a presence 
at the KBA Annual 
Meeting and Seminar. 
The KBA Paralegal 
Standards and Guide-
lines which were updat-
ed by our committee 
within the last few years 
should be given to all 
new attorneys and avail-
able to be given out at 
the KBA annual meet-
ing. 

The KBA still offers free 
KBA membership to 
students of any Kansas 
College or University. 
Students need to show 
proof of enrollment in a 
paralegal program to 
obtain the free member-
ship. Students get the 
full benefits of KBA 
membership and can 
attend KBA Continuing 
Education seminars free 
of charge. Students are 
responsible for paying a 
fee for lunch at the CLE 
events but are not be 

allowed to vote. Stu-
dents do not seem to be 
taking advantage of this 
free membership so we 
discussed how we could 
better get the word out 
to paralegal students. I 
have again listed the link 
for students to obtain 
copies of the brochures 
which will give them all 
the information they 
need to apply for free 
membership. Anyone 
who knows of a parale-
gal student should share 
this information as it is a 
great benefit. 

The meeting was ad-
journed.  We discussed 
having another meeting 
in the Fall of 2018. 

Reprinted with permis-
sion of Cheryl L. Clark, 
ACP, Member of KBA 
Paralegal Committee. 
and KALA. 

You can find more infor-
mation at http://
www.ksbar.org/?
page=paralegal_resourc
es 

If you have changes to your contact information, move 
locations or other general changes, let the 1st Vice 
President know so that your membership contact infor-
mation can be updated.  Send any membership up-
dates to kala_paralegals@outlook.com or the current 
1st Vice President.  Be sure to include Membership 
Update in the subject.   

We have several mem-
bers who have moved 
within the past year. 

Linda Siders, ACP and 
Meagan Unruh have 
moved from the Foulston 
Siefkin Wichita to the 
Foulston Siefkin Topeka 
office. 

Mary Calisti, ACP moved 
to Spirit Aerosystems in 
January 2018. 

KBA PARALEGAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

Members on the Move 

“If there were 

no bad 

people, there 

would be no 

good 

lawyers.” 

   ~ Charles Dickens 
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Transportation – a) a 

means or system of 
conveyance b) the 
work or business of 
conveying passengers 
or goods. Webster’s 
New World Dictionary. 

When the first settlers 
arrived in America, the 
only methods of trans-
portation were pow-
ered by man or nature. 
One way would be 
walking or riding a 
horse as there were no 
roads.  The second 
method was by boat, 
either with sails to use 
the wind or a smaller 
boat that had oars. 
This was by far the 
most popular as most 
of the major popula-
tions were near a natu-
ral harbor or waterway. 

As the country grew, 
wagon trains crossed 
wide open plains and 
mountains. There were 
no highways and most 
of the trails were wiped 
out by nature every 
winter. Entire families 
and what they could fit 
of their belongings 
were transported from 
the eastern portion of 
the United States to 
the central states and 
on to the west coast. 
Traveling the trails took 
three to six months, 
weather permitting. Not 
only was the terrain 
difficult to travel, there 
were absolutely no 
laws and many people 
died in the crossings. 

If people could afford it, 
they could travel from 

the east coast of Amer-
ica to the west coast by 
boat, which took three 
to six months to sail 
down around Cape 
Horn at the tip of South 
America and then back 
up to California. Again, 
this was a long journey 
and many died on 
board the boats either 
from illness or sinking 
of the boats in storms. 

Railroads started 
spreading outwards 
from both coasts in the 
late 1800s which al-
lowed for a rapid settle-
ment of the country. 
Along with railroads 
came more roads. This 
went on for quite a few 
decades until the in-
vention of the automo-
bile. When the automo-
bile arrived, roads had 
to be improved upon to 
handle them. 

Modes of transporta-
tion have changed 
through the years 
through technology. 
Initially steam power 
moved people and car-
go quicker. First it 
started with steam-
boats on the rivers that 
made it possible to set-
tle areas inland that 
had previously been 
inaccessible due to 
currents heading out to 
the ocean. Then it was 
steamboats crossing 
the oceans and next 
came the steam loco-
motives. 

By the end of the 19th 
Century, railroads 
hauled more than half 

a billion passengers 
and over 690 million 
tons of cargo.  Be-
cause of safety con-
cerns, steam locomo-
tives were banned in 
some cities. In the 
1920’s, railroads began 
looking at other forms 
of power for the loco-
motives and electric 
and diesel engines 
soon replaced the 
steam engines. Ships 
soon moved from coal 
fed steam engines to 
oil fed steam engines.  
Shortly thereafter, in-
ternal combustion en-
gines replaced the 
steam engines on 
trains, boats and auto-
mobiles which led to 
the first air flight in 
1903. This was a time 
that ushered in an ad-
vancement in technolo-
gy that resulted in 
planes flying higher, 
faster, and further. To-
day, vehicles and 
planes continue to 
evolve with technology. 

In 1919, following 
World War I, a very 
young Lieutenant Colo-
nel by the name of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
was involved in a mo-
torized convoy of Army 
vehicles that crossed 
the United States from 
Washington, D.C., to 
San Francisco, CA. 
The purpose of this 
convoy was to test the 
mobility of the military 
during wartime condi-
tions. The convoy took 
62 days to go 3,251 
miles. There were days 

A HISTORY OF TRANSPORTATION                    

“Why do they 

call it rush 

hour when 

nothing 

moves?” 

~Robin Williams 
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where they only made 
six miles, sometimes at 
the speed of walking.  
Roads were nonexist-
ent in certain areas 
and vehicles became 
stuck in the mud and 
sand. This experience 
helped Eisenhower 
when he became presi-
dent to create the inter-
state system that is still 
in use today. 

The United States De-
partment of Transpor-
tation (DOT) provides 
most of the regulations, 
supervision, and fund-
ing and within that, 
each state has its own 
Department of Trans-
portation that sets the 
laws for the interstate. 
This is the reason why 
states have different 
speed limits on the in-
terstates. 

Passenger transporta-
tion is dominated by 
cars, trucks, vans, and 
motorcycles while 
planes, trains, buses, 
boats, and bicycles are 
a much smaller portion. 

By contrast, most car-
go travels by truck, 
then pipelines, rail, and 
ship. The least used 
way for cargo to travel 
is by airplane and this 
is usually reserved for 
perishables or premi-
um express shipments. 
Petroleum is the main 
cargo that travels 
through pipelines. 

As stated above, the 
DOT is responsible for 
most of the regulations 
for all forms of trans-

portation. We hear 
more from the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration in the 
news because when 
there is a major truck 
or bus accident, they 
are responsible for reg-
ulating the testing, li-
censing, and daily 
hours a driver can 
drive a truck. As well, 
they regulate the truck-
ing companies and the 
companies that provide 
passenger transporta-
tion such as bus and 
motor coach. 

The Federal Aviation 
Administration is also 
under the DOT. This 
organization monitors 
and regulates aircraft, 
airports, licenses and 
certificates, regulations 
and policies, training 
and testing, and now 
they are also responsi-
ble for regulations re-
garding drones and 
unmanned aircraft sys-
tems. 

Another part of the 
DOT is the Federal 
Railroad Administra-
tion. This department is 
responsible for freight 
trains and passenger 
trains such as Amtrak. 

Finally, the Maritime 
Administration is the 
organization responsi-
ble for the regulations 
regarding transporting 
cargo by boats.  

This does not cover 
everything the DOT 
oversees. They cover 
automobiles, such as 
the automated driving 

systems, car seat safe-
ty, seat belt safety and 
vehicle recalls. They 
also cover pipelines 
and hazardous materi-
als and they even have 
a section on bicycles 
and pedestrians and 
public transit. 

As you can see, Ameri-
ca went from a few 
roads and travel that 
consisted of manpower 
or nature to one with 
many different meth-
ods of transportation. 

I’ll bet our founding 
fathers had no idea 
that 200 plus years 
later we would have 
many federal and state 
rules and regulations 
that govern these 
modes of transporta-
tion and that they 
would never have im-
agined that walking 
across the street at the 
wrong spot would 
mean getting a ticket 
for jaywalking. 

You can find more in-
formation at  
https://www. 
transportation.gov/. 
 
Reprinted with permis-
sion of Angela A. 
Oberle, ACP and the 
National Association of 
Legal Assistants, 
Inc.  This article origi-
nally appeared in the 
March/April 2018 issue 
of FACTS & FIND-
INGS, the bimonthly 
journal of NALA.  In-
quiries should be di-
rected to NALA, 7666 
E. 61st, Suite 315, 

A HISTORY OF TRANSPORTATION CONT. 

Angela A. Oberle is an 
advanced certified para-
legal at Watkins Calcara, 
Chtd., in Great Bend, 
Kansas. She works main-
ly in the area of workers’ 
compensation but also 
covers estate planning, 
probate, real estate, and 
general legal.  She has 
been in the legal profes-
sion for 21 years, is a 
member of NALA and 
currently the Liaison for 
the organization, as well 
as a member of the Kan-
sas Association of Legal 
Assistants. She is a grad-
uate of the 2015-16 
LEAP class. 

Member 
Spotlight 
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Tulsa, OK 74133, or by 
e-mail to na-
lanet@nala.org.  
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Community Involvement 
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KALA members volunteered at the 2018 Wichita RiverFest on June 2, 2018.  A 
big shout-out to Carolyn Loffland, Lindsey Ewertz, Jennifer Beck, Annette Meece, 
Emma Noone, Nikki Noone (not pictured), Suellen Petrillo, Lisa Cole, and Gabby 
Crabtree.  We sold food court tickets from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Even though it was 
hot outside, we had cold air conditioning in our booth and had a great time.   



Community Involvement 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the  
KALA Coat Drive in December and January. 
We collected 9 coats, 13 hats, 19 pairs of 
gloves, 6 pairs of mittens, 3 headbands, 7 
scarves and an assortment of school supplies, 
including pens, pencils, pencil bags, crayons, 
and erasers.  All items were donated to Cloud 
Elementary School on Friday, January 12th. 
                             ~ Mary Potter, KALA Director  
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KALA KUDOS! 
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Thank you to the organization for the retirement 
card and gift card. It was a nice reminder of all of 
you and the fond memories of our goals and activi-
ties. I am enjoying retirement, but my take you up 
on the offer to join a meeting in the future.  

~Susan Teel 

A big thanks to KALA and the 
hospitality committee for the 
get well card and gift card!  I 
really appreciated the thought-
ful gesture!  It was nice to know 
there were members thinking of 
me! 

~Dacia Kennedy 

I am so blessed to know and 
receive the kind gestures 
and encouraging words from 
my fellow members of KALA 
during difficult times. Having 
two surgeries back to back 
was tough, but knowing I 
have your support made get-
ting through them so much 
easier! Thank you for the gift 
card and my lovely card.  

Sincerely,  

Andi Elmore 



 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST... 

KALA REPORTS 

Kansas Association of Legal 
Assistants * Paralegals 
P.O. Box 47031 
Wichita, KS  67201 
http://www.kansas.gov/kala/ 

ice cream for the riders to 

enjoy at the completion of 

their ride.  With the assur-

ance that the ice cream 

would be ready when they 

returned, the riders headed 

out for their journey to Au-

gusta.  Despite a slight de-

tour because Christi was 

driving and panicked they 

were at the “wrong loca-

tion”,      Tamy Carmichael 

and Christi Ramsey man-

aged to arrive in time for 

set up and to assist with 

the SAG (support and 

gear) stop in Augusta.  

They checked in the riders 

at this half-way stop and 

served them snacks and 

bottled water and enjoyed 

the comradery among the 

riders.   At the completion 

of the ride, the riders re-

On Thursday, September 

28, 2017, KALA assisted 

with the Sixth Annual 

Judge’s Day Bike Ride.  

Unlike the prior five years 

when our volunteers re-

ported to downtown to as-

sist, this year’s ride started 

from the east side of town 

with the bikers starting 

their forty mile ride from 

the Commerce Bank Build-

ing.   

The morning started off 

bright and early with our 

volunteers arriving at 6:30 

a.m. to set up, greet and 

provide breakfast items, 

coffee, bottled water and 

snacks for the riders.  After 

checking in the riders for 

registration, Suellen Pe-

trillo began making her 

now famous homemade 

turned to the Foulston 

Siefkin conference room 

for Suellen’s ice cream and 

a little bit of socializing.   

A big thank you to the fol-

lowing KALA volunteers for 

their assistance with regis-

tration, set-up, etc. in mak-

ing this day go off without 

a hitch:  Suellen Petrillo, 

Tamy Carmichael, Buffy 

McCarty, Katie Olsen, and 

Christi Ramsey.   

WBA Judge’s Day 2017 


